THE RISE  OF BAGHDAD,  762, AJX

$ While the Ummayyads
were spreading culture and enlightenment
in Spain and beautifying Cordoba with
mosques, madressas and other public
places, the second Abbaside Khalifa, Abu
Jafar Mansur, the brother of Abbas es-
Saffah, founded the city of Baghdad, often
mentioned as Dar al-Salam, the City of
Peace, in 762 A.D. This transference of
the capital from Damascus where Greek
influence was predominant, to Baghdad
where Persian influence prevailed, was of
vital importance to Muslim Architecture,
for we notice that instead of the cut-stone
monuments of the Ummayyads, the early
Abbasides made use of brick and stucco.
Under the Abbasides, the chief influence
was Persian and Asiatic because of the
Bermicides and mercenaries from Persia
and IDmrasan who brought them into
power. It was for this reason that politi-
cally and more so culturally, the Persian
influence was predominant for a consider-
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